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In the past 239 years since then, God has allowed and aided America’s rise to 
unparalleled heights in human history. Despite its flaws, America is still the greatest country on 
the face of the earth. America, the lone remaining superpower, is still the bread basket and the 
melting pot of the world. It is a beacon of hope to those oppressed by dictatorships; a bastion of 
freedom for those longing for liberty; a shining city set on a hill the world looks to for 
humanitarian aid when tragedy strikes. But prosperity has lulled us to sleep and we have 
forgotten the source of our blessings. I call it “America’s amnesia.” As our country becomes 
more and more secularized, many bite the hand that feeds them, spurn His moral laws, and spit in 
the face of the One whose blessings they enjoy. Jefferson’s words still ring true, “I tremble for 
my country when I remember that God is just, and that His justice cannot sleep forever.”  

Benjamin Franklin, one of the least devout of the founding fathers, implored the 
Continental Congress to have prayer in their sessions after weeks of endless debate turned into 
gridlock. He reminded the delegates of how God intervened during the Revolutionary War and 
answered frequent prayers in the colonies’ favor. Then he asked, “And have we now forgotten 
that powerful friend? Or do we imagine that we no longer need His assistance?” 

On April 30, 1863, on the National Day of Prayer, Abraham Lincoln commented, “We 
have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace, and multiplied and enriched and 
strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these 
blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with 
unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and 
preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us! It behooves us to humble ourselves 
before the offended power, to confess our national sins, and to pray for clemency and 
forgiveness.”  

  The Prophet Jeremiah (2:32) asked, “Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her 
attire? Yet my people have forgotten me days without number.” The Psalmist (9:17) issued a 
stern warning, “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.”  May 
we never forget what God has done for us individually and collectively as a nation. Ronald 
Reagan cautioned, “If we ever forget that we are One Nation Under God, then we will be a 
nation gone under.”   

America is teetering on the brink of bankruptcy (financially, morally, and spiritually). 
Common sense has been abandoned and our government spends money like a drunken sailor. 
Congress’ solution is to keep raising the debt ceiling (kick the can down the street for the next 
generation). Of all the major civilizations in history, most collapsed when they reached the state 
of moral decline America is now in. One author noted, “When any nation becomes overly 
pleasure seeking, history has already begun to write its epitaph.” 

Here’s the good news, although America has forgotten God, He has not forgotten us. 
Isaiah 49:15 provides a powerful promise, “Can a woman forget her nursing child, and not have 



compassion on the son of her womb? Surely they may forget, yet I will not forget you.”  This 
promise, spoken over Israel, applies to God’s people of all nations. The only hope for America is 
a nationwide revival. David said it best, “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses [military 
might]; but we will remember the name of the Lord our God” (Psalms 20:7). America, we must 
recall and revisit our spiritual roots if we want to avoid the folly of forgetfulness. 

Ben Godwin pastors the Goodsprings Full Gospel Church and has authored three books. Note: this article was 
recently featured in Ben’s column in the Daily Mountain Eagle, a newspaper in Jasper, Alabama. To read more 
articles, visit his website and take advantage of his 3 book bundle for $20.00 plus shipping at bengodwin.org 

 

 

 

 


