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Of the 81 references to atonement in the Bibley amle is found in the New Tes! & Nk
ment—Ro. 5:11 (and this lone reference, from thee®mwordkatallage should most likely bz
rendered “reconciliation”). But while atonementlsarly an Old Testament concept, it's ex:

ing to discover how Jesus fulfilled it and improviedproducing what Hebrews 7:22 calls - |
“better Testament.”

Most of the references to atonementranestated from the Hebrew wokdpharwhich basically means
“to cover.” Thus, an atonement was a temporary covering fothsihhad to be periodically re-applied. D. L.
Moody stated, “I must die or get someone to dienfa...that is where the atonement of Christ comés in.
Some of the various atonements God required otfiidren of Israel were: the burnt offering—Lev24,
the peace offering—Lev. 3:1-16, the sin offering—L4:20-21 and the trespass (guilt) offering—Les-6.

Other meanings &hpharinclude:to appease, pacify, cleanse, disannul, purge, pargat off, recon-
cile. God instituted these various atonements to coveells sins, thereby appeasing His anger and emabli
Him to look favorably upon them. Since God’s hobture demands justice, the bloody sacrifices ofQlte
Will served as substitutes for the judgment pea@served. God established a precedent in the Garde
Eden by using a slain animal to make Adam and Batscof skin to cover their sin-revealed nakedi(€ss.
3:21). Abel wisely followed this example, sacrifica lamb, and was accepted by God. Cain tried pooagh
God on his own terms and was rejected (See Gerb)4This precedent“Without the shedding of blood
there is no remissiofof sins]' (Heb. 9:22)—is continued throughout Scripture d@sstimony that the only
way sinful man can be accepted by a holy God ik wiblood sacrifice. Herein lies the need for atoeet.

The various meanings of the Hebrew wkegbharreveal the multi-faceted aspects of atonement:

« To cover—God cannot look upon (condone or approve of) imjgyHab. 1:13) Adam and Eve tried to
cover their nakedness with fig leaves, just as tday tries to cover his sin with false religiomsladoc-
trines. God used a slain animal and made them odatkin. The blood of that animal was, in effatig
first atonement. This and every subsequent atoneprewided a temporary covering for sin enablingdGo
to look upon His people with favor.

« Appease/pacify—God has a low tolerance level for sin. (Gen. 6:3, 15:16; 18:20-21, Rev. 18:5) Once
that level is surpassed, divine justice demandsbrgion. The Old Testament atonements temporarily
soothed God’s anger. Now, however, only the viaggisuffering of Christ satisfies the demands of '&od
justice. When Jesus becarttikre propitiation for our sins”(1 Jn. 2:2), the entire population of the world
was atoned for. However, everyone must approp@Gatest’'s atonement by faith on an individual basis
order for it to be effective. Those who reject Gtisi atonement will be caught in the path of Gadimiti-
gated wrath, which He will ultimately pour out dng prodigal planet and fallen human race.

+ Cleanse/disannul/pardon/purge/put off—These terms imply that atonement is part of timer@moving
process. In fact, atonement could be consideregladge to forgiveness since there must be a blaod-s
fice for remission to occur. So the atonement (Bla@wvering) facilitates having our sirdeansed
(washed) disannulled(cancelled, voided from the recorghardoned(forgotten), purged (removed), and
put off(forever taken away from us).

+ Reconcile—To atonealso means to make “AT ONE.” It comes from thel{edodern English termat
onementmeaning,‘harmony, reconciliation.” Thus, atonement is the means by which we are rdednc
(made at one) with God. By Christ’'s atoning saceifive are restored to a right, harmonious relatipns
with God. (2 Cor. 5:17-21)



Although atonements were typically aniatrifices, it's worth noting the following instaeecin which

they took other forms:

Money—Exodus 30:12-16. God instructed Moses when takimgnsus of Israel to have every male over
twenty years of age give a ransom of a half a dh@proximately 32 cents) for his soul. This waamm
datory to prevent a plague from spreading amongtfidnis symbolic, perhaps annual, ordinance conveys
the truth that to be “numbered” among God’s people,must be ransomed from sin’s plaguing effects.
The rich and poor alike were required to pay threesamount speaking of the fact that “the ransomepri

is the same for every individual—nothing but theda of Jesus. This “atonement money” was usechfor t
upkeep of the tabernacle. Even so, the price maidudr ransom is vital to preserving and maintagrime
church—God’s living, eternal tabernacle.

I nter cessson—Exodus 32:30-32. In the aftermath of the idolasrgwlden-calf incident, God decided to
utterly destroy Israel in His fury. (Ex. 32:10) Whioses pointed out how the heathen would percaive
God who would destroy His own people after delingrihnem from Egypt, God reconsidered. (Ex. 32:14)
Before returning to Mt. Sinai to intercede for EraMoses explained to the people,Peradventure |
shall make aratonement for your sin.” Moses prayed so intensely, asking God to eithagierisrael or
blot his own name out the book of life, that it ih@d (atoned) God'’s anger.

Incense—Numbers 16:44-50. When Korah, Dathan and Abiramllehged the authority of Moses and
Aaron, they were swallowed alive by the earth awd Getermined again to destroy Israel. After consum
ing 250 non-priests who burned incense, God sefdaally plague among the people. To counteract it,
Moses commanded Aaron to fill a censer with fird darn incense among the cafmpAnd [Aaron] put

on incense, and made atonement for the people. And he stood between the deadhanliving; and the
plague was stayedOnce again God’s anger was appeased by an atonement

Purging ssn—Numbers 25:1-15. Israel committed whoredom wite traughters of Moab and idolatry
with their god, Baalpeor. While Moses and the ceggtion wept in intercession before the tabernacle,
Zimri, a Simeonite prince, blatantly walked throutje camp with a Midianite woman, Cozbi, to histten
to indulge in sensual sin. Phinehas, Aaron’s grandtok a javelin, followed them into the tentldd
them both and stayed a plague that had alreadyeth?4,000 lives. God rewarded Phinehas with a-cove
nant of peace and an everlasting priestioo8ecause he was zealous for his God, and nasolgement

for the children of Israel.(Num. 25:13)

Spoils of War—Numbers 31:48-54. When Israel defeated the aitles, they gave offerings of the spoils
of war totaling 16,750 shekels of gold (over 65Qmis). As they presented it to Moses and Eleazar th
priest, they called itAn oblation for the Lord...to make atonement for our souls before the Lord.”

Restitution—2 Sam. 21:1-7. After three years of severe fanfdaid inquired of the Lord why Israel was
being punished. God cited King Saul’s violationaotreaty with the Gibeonites whom he slew without
provocation. To rectify the grievance, David sdns imessageWhat shall |1 do for you? And wherewith
shall I make theatonement...?” The Gibeonites requested that seven of Saul's ddaocés be given to
them for execution. David consented and the fawiag lifted.

L4 » The Anti-type of Atonement

God institutedhe Day of Atonement to limit access to the Holy of Holies and thusverg fatal priest-

hood errors from re-occurring (Lev. 10:1-3; 16:132). This annual ordinance was observed on thie day
of the 7th month (Tisri on the Jewish calendar)e highly symbolic events of the Day of Atonemerify
Christ’s atoning work on the cross:
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- Aaron, the High Priest, wore a linen outfit instezfdthe spectacular garments he
mally donned. (Ex. 28:4-43, Lev. 16:4) Linen, aip)aimple cloth, speaks of approa$
ing God’s presence with simplicity and humility. Chr. 7:14, Ja. 4:6-10) This linen
probably white, symbolic of righteousness. (Rev819

- Next, Aaron offered a bullock to atone for himsatid his house (Lev. 16:6)—someth
Jesus, our great High Priest, didn't need to doeshie was sinless. (Heb. 7:26-28)

« Two goats were then presented before the Lord.Aeast lots to determine which goat would die ama
offering and which goat would liv€ro make anatonement...and to let him go for a scapegoat into the
wilderness.”(Lev. 16:7-10) The Urim and Thummim, also trangldtke sacred lots”(Ex. 28:30), were
apparently two precious stones used by the HigbsPto ascertain God’s will in this and other nratte
Both of the goats pre-figured Christ. The slaintgearesents how Jesus, as our substitute, pajokttadty
of our sin (death) and satisfied the demands dicgisThe scapegoat represents how Jesus borensur s
and separated them from ‘Uss far as the East is from the Wes{Ps. 103:12) The term scapegoat comes
from the Hebrew wordzazelwhich appropriately mearithe goat of departure.”

- As Aaron entered the Holy of Holies, he took a eersll of coals and hatHis hands full of sweet in-
cense”to burn so the smoke would cover the mercy séatv.(16:12-13) The incens®eaten small”
represents how we should approach the presencedfwith a broken, contrite heart (Ps. 51:17). The
smoking incense speaks of worship and prayer astgtal God's throne (Ps. 141:2, Rev. 5:8).

- After this, the blood of both the bull and the slgpbat was taken behind the vail and sprinkled apmn
and seven times before the mercy seat. (Lev. 165)4Fhe mercy seat was the lid of the Ark of thes€&o
nant. The Ark contained, among other items, théetalof stone inscribed with the Ten Commandments.
Consequently, as God hovered over the mercy seebrtonune with Aaron, He didn’'t see His people
through the broken law. Instead, He viewed theraugh the sprinkled blood.

« No one else was permitted in the tabernacle whiéeoA went“To make anatonement in the holy
place.” (Lev. 16:17) This emphasizes that Christ aloneuis mediator with God. (1 Tim. 2:5) No other
man can do for us what Jesus did when He atonealfosins.

- Finally, Aaron laid his hands on the head of thepggoat and confessed over it the corporate sitssas].
A double transfer took place—the sins of Israelevieansferred to the goat; the purity of the goasw
transferred to Israel. This is typical of how Jewwss “Made to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in Hifa.Cor. 5:21) Our guilt was transferred to Himsktino-
cence was imparted to us! Once this was accompljshé&it man” led the scapegoat outside the camp o
Israel where it [Bore] upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhtdal.” (Lev. 16:21- 22) The Holy
Spirit is the “fit man” who guided Jesus to His idiz destiny at Calvary outside Jerusalem where He
“[Bore] our sins in His body on the treg(See Is. 53:4-5, 12, Heb. 13:12-13, 1 Pt. 2:24)

All of the various atonements of the Old Testanveatte types and shadows of the New Covenant provi-
sions we now enjoy. Jesus is the anti-type (thilfoént of what those types prefigured) of atonemélow
it is no longer necessary to offer bullocks, goeds)s, sheep, pigeons and turtledoves. In factptso would
be a complete waste of time becaus$eis not possible that the blood of bulls and geahould take away
sins.” (Heb. 10:4) The Psalmist David, a man ahead ofilms, recognized this and proclaimed to Gtehr
Thou desirest not sacrifices; else | would givel'tipu delightest not in burnt offering(Ps. 51:16) The writer
of Hebrews echoes these sentimefiis, burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin Thou hasad no pleas-
ure.” (Heb. 10:6) Instead of relying on frequently offeradimal sacrifices to cover our sins, we are now
“Sanctified through the offering of the body of uesChristonce for all...For byone offering he hath per-
fected forever them that are sanctified-ieb. 10:10, 14)



The sacrifices and atonements of Judaissrtherefore rendered obsolete and ineffectiveesiiesus ful-
filled them all when GodSent His Son to be theropitiation for our sins.” (1 Jn. 4:10) No wonder Paul wrote,
“Being justified freely by His grace through thedeamption that is in Christ Jesus; Whom God hatHa¢h to
be apropitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His rightesness for theemission of sins that are past,
through the forbearance of God(Ro. 3:24-25) As beneficiaries of the New Covendme, finished work of
Calvary is all the atonement we’ll ever need!

» Advancing Atonement

Jesus fulfilled the Day of Atonement by btming“The propitiation for our
sins.” (1 Jn. 2:2) Propitiation is translated from thee€k wordhilasterionmean
ing “an atoning victim, or mercy seat.Jesus made personal atonement for
sins and became our blood-sprinkled mercy seandtlenly fulfilled the Law, H¢
advanced atonement by providing a perpetual cogéansin—the permanent a
plication of His blood. While atonement temporagiyvered sin, the human hegg
remained unchanged. The New (and improved) Testaoftars the believer thgt
remission (removal) of sins and the new birth whidparts a new, divine natu
(Mt. 26:28, Jn. 3:3-8, 2 Cor. 5:17, 2 Pt. 1:4)

The author of Hebrews uses the adjectretter” 13 times to describe the superiority of the Newtdes
ment. (1:4; 6:9; 7:7; 7:19; 7:22; 8:6; 9:23; 10:34;16; 11:35; 11:40; 12:24) Obviously, Jesus draly im-
proved the inferior, ritualistic, ceremony-ladeniaLaf Moses. Since no one could fully live up totite Mosaic
code, to a great degree, produced curses and coatiem Jesus advanced the concept of atonementdro
temporary covering for sin (that had to be re-aapbince men repeatedly violated God'’s law) to @eand-for
-all atoning sacrifice on the cross (which provides permanent removal of sin once it is repenteand for-
given). Atonements enabled God to tolerate mankind did little to effectively address, much lessrect, the
sin problem. Men’s hearts remained unchanged—asadlthey were prior to the atonement’s applicat&m
atonements were the equivalent of placing a Bartlehi cancer. While they temporarily improved theeexal
appearance, beneath the surface the inherentlyl siafure of man still festered. Putting a freshtaaf paint on
a rotten board may enhance its appearance, buttteaness remains. Herein lies the inferiorityhaf Old Will.

God’s law loomed above fallen man as @attainable goal until Jesus came and reformeatizde sys-
tem. (Heb. 9:9-10) Instead of a temporary coveforgsin, He provides the permanent remission o$.s{iilt.
26:28) Instead of the law written on tables of stoBod said;| will put My laws into their mind, and write
them in their hearts.(Heb. 8:10, See 2 Cor. 3:3) Jesus, through the bdh, subdues the carnal nature and
imparts the divine naturéWhich after God is created in righteousness angetholiness.(Eph. 4:24) Now we
don’t merely have a slaughtered animal’s blood agmaovering. Quite the contrary, our sins haverberadi-
cated by the eternally vital blood of Christ. Thisine blood not only covers us, but flows througir spirit
continually. (In. 6:53-55) No wonder Hebrews 9:#3ptoclaims,‘For if the blood of bulls and goats, and the
ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sarttifito the purifying of the flestiow much more shall the
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spiriteoéfd Himself without spot to God, purge your comsce from
dead works to serve the living GodConsidering the glorious benefits of the New Cargnhow supremely
blessed we are to live on this side of the cross.



