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What started out as a small thing became a great thing. That is a pattern God often 
uses. The nation of Israel started with a hundred year old impotent man (Abraham) and a 
ninety year old barren woman (Sarah). When Jacob, their grandson, moved his clan down 
to Egypt, they numbered seventy people total. When they left Egypt 480 years later, just 
the men numbered 600,000 (Exodus 1:5; 12:37), not counting women and children. God 
took a handful of people and made a great nation. Do not despise the day of small things.  

 
Jesus started the church with a handful of handpicked fishermen. They were 

twelve ordinary men through whom He did extraordinary things. Then, He sent out 
seventy disciples. On the Day of Pentecost, 120 believers gathered to pray. After Peter 
preached, 3,000 people were added to the faith. Sometime later, when the crippled man 
was healed, 5,000 more believed. Plus, “The Lord added to the church daily those who 
were being saved” (Acts 2:47). A conservative estimate of the size of the church through 
the first eight chapters of the Book of Acts, before Paul’s conversion and outreach to the 
Gentiles, would be around 10,000 believers. It all started with only twelve. Wow! Do not 
despise the day of small things. 

 
S. Truett Cathy, founder of the Chick-Fil-A restaurant chain, passed away 

recently at the age of 93. He started the first Chick-Fil-A restaurant in 1967 in the 
Greenbriar Mall near Atlanta, Georgia. Today, there are over 1,800 restaurants in 39 
States. Their restaurants are closed on Sundays to honor the Sabbath and to allow their 
employees to attend church. Cathy was listed among the billionaires on the Forbes 
Magazine’s 400 richest people in America. Ironically, the first restaurant Cathy opened in 
1946 was called “The Dwarf Grill” because it was so small. Do not despise the day of 
small things.  

 
The ultimate story of humble beginnings is the incarnation of Christ. As many 

preachers have observed, Jesus was born in a borrowed stable, preached his first main 
sermon on a borrowed boat, rode into Jerusalem on a borrowed donkey and was finally 
buried in a borrowed grave. But don’t let the humble beginnings fool you. When He 
comes back with all the angelic hosts of heaven, he won’t be borrowing anything this 
time around. He’ll own it all when He triumphantly returns as King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords. That’s how the Kingdom of God works—it starts small, like a seed planted in the 
soil, but it grows rapidly.  

 
Remember, the massive oak tree stems from a tiny acorn. Don’t despise the day of 

small things because small things can become great things. So, if what God is doing in 
your life seems small, remind yourself of this simple phrase, “Little is much if God is in 
it!” 
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